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DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF THE MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 
 
Mr. Shevchuk (Ukraine), Minister of Environment and Natural Resources, chaired the 
sessions and introduced the draft ministerial declaration submitted by the Working Group 
of Senior Officials.   
 
The Conference confirmed with satisfaction the achievements of the “Environment for 
Europe” process and acknowledged that it had been a unique multilateral process, 
bringing all countries in the region together on an equal footing to discuss key 
environmental policy issues, developing programmes, and launching negotiations on 
various legally binding instruments, partnerships and initiatives. It stressed that a number 
of challenges remained and reaffirmed the important responsibility of the region to 
accelerate and coordinate efforts to fight global environmental threats, to strengthen 
regional and subregional cooperation, and to support partnership initiatives with countries 
outside the region.  
 
The Conference expressed concern that environmental degradation and unsustainable use 
of natural resources might have significant social and economic consequences, such as 
increased poverty, cause health hazards, and aggravate insecurity and social tensions, 
possibly leading to political instability. It was also concerned that conflicts over shared 
natural resources and ecosystems could lead to tensions between States and have an 
adverse impact on other subregions, directly or indirectly. Instead, shared natural 
resources should be a catalyst for regional and subregional cooperation. The 
“Environment for Europe” process should contribute to strengthening wider peace, 
security and human safety. 
 
The Conference recognized that the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development and the existing pressures on the region’s environment call for pan-
European policy-making to be refocused on a more effective integration of environmental 
considerations into other policy areas. Sustainable development, in particular, should 
delink economic growth from environmental degradation so as to promote both economic 
growth and environmental protection. Care of the environment and proper management 
of natural resources must not be peripheral to, or in competition with, socio-economic 
development. 
 
The Conference identified the responses to these challenges and agreed on a number of 
actions with regard to the following issues: global commitments; monitoring and 
assessment; environmental performance reviews; strategic environmental assessment; 
civil liability and compensation; public participation; transboundary air pollution; 
compliance and implementation; energy for sustainable development; water for 
sustainable development; transport, environment and health; chemicals; biodiversity; 
environmental education; environmental expenditure; environmental partnerships 
strategy; water, environment and security in Central Asia; mountains; and the Regional 
Environmental Reconstruction Programme (REReP). The Conference also agreed on the 
future of the “Environment for Europe” process.  
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The Ministerial Declaration was adopted by consensus.   
 
Following its adoption, a number of countries made statements concerning the lack of an 
agreed message on nuclear safety in the Declaration.  The European Union, the acceding 
countries to the EU, the associated countries to the EU and Albania, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Norway, 
Serbia and Montenegro, and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia recalled that 
nuclear safety was paramount and noted that they were committed to implementing and 
further developing internationally recognized principles and practices concerning nuclear 
safety in the region, including those endorsed by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) and to working closely with their neighbours to address public concerns 
on risks to humans and the environment in the region by further improving nuclear 
safety.    
 
The delegation of Norway expressed its support for phasing out unsafe nuclear 
installations.  The delegation of the United States indicated its commitment to the highest 
standards of nuclear safety.  The delegation of Canada stated its commitment to the 
nuclear safety-first principle and the implementation of internationally recognized 
principles and practices in nuclear safety in the region, including those endorsed by IAEA 
and those developed under the G-8. 
 
Both the European Union and the delegation of Norway noted that they would have 
preferred stronger goals and targets on energy, including renewable energy.  
 
The European Union also reaffirmed its determination to work towards the 
implementation of the Kyoto Protocol and urged all countries of the region that had not 
yet ratified the Protocol to do so as soon as possible.   
 
 


